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npport^ha government, should en> 
joy equally the pri»ileges of that 
gov«rnatsnt; but at the « same tjnie 
vfitb the 6^ei. id«a, that a pro»6s- 
tiint government ^should continue in 
these realms. He declared him.^elf 
a decided friend of the present con- 
stitution, nor ^ould he ever desire 
aay boQfl for the Catholics that 
would injure the protestant cause. 
The people however persisted in 
thinking be had done a very im- 
proper act, cogntenancincr i:ebt;llion 
on the part of the people we had 
always found it diflicult to keep in. 
subjection,' and that' the disposition 
shown by their minister, was quite 
conirstry to tbeir views ; and bis 
<M)nduct in this: respect might be pro- 
)juetiv« of very bad blood in the 
neigbbenrl^ood. 

As to the erasure of his name, 
Mr- Adan)s explained, that when he 
found that bis subsrribiDg had given 
much (liience, he erased his name 
in hop«e of bringing about a reconcL- 
liation. 

The Presbytery recommended 
peace and r«(;onri|iation in the warm- 
est ierm« ; but the people seemed 
by no mieans satisfied with such a 
result of the meeting." 

The xeqvel of this extranidinaiy bu- 
siness is rec/iiested fiom our correspon- 
dent. At page 237, will be found the 
petUionof the Protestnnls of Ireland, 
in favour of Catholic Emancipation, 
liitli a list of as mum of the twnies, 
fo}- vihich room could, ie spared. A 
further return of the li.<-t.<i is requested. 

DOCUMENTS. 

AGOXXDATE CATHOLIC MEETING. 

At 2 very numerous meeting of the Catho- 
lics <rf Irelaud, held at the Private 
Theatre, Fishamble-street, Dublin, on 
Friday, the 2Sth day of February, 1812, 

The Earl ofFlKGALL in the Chair : 
An address to the Prince Regent, and a 
draft of a petition to be presented to both 
houses of Parliament, on behalf of the Ca- 
tholict of Ireland, were read and adopted. 



Resolved — ^That the general committee of 
the Catholics of Ireland, appointed in pur- 
suance of the resolutions of the Agg;regate 
Meeting of the 9th of July last, deserve and 
possess the con£dence of the Catholics of 
Ireland ; but while we are strongly impress- 
ed with the conviction that the said com- 
mittee does not come within the letter or 
the spirit of any Penal Law, yet we recom- 
mend to thita not to meet or interfere as 
a committee with our petition, until the 
question lately raised on the convention act 
be decided. 

Resolved— That the most grateful thanks 
of the Catholics of Ireland are due, an4 
are hereby given to Earl Grey, and Lord 
Grenville, for their dignified and patriotic 
support of religious liberty. 

Resolved — That it be recommended to 
the individuals composing the board o£ 
Irish Catholics, to «xert themselves to 
have the said petition signed in the 
neighbourhood where they respectively re- 
side, so that the same be presented to par- 
liament, as soon as possible. 

Resolved, That,the individuals, composing 
said board, be requested to collect sub- 
scriptions, to defray the expences attendant 
on the Catholic petitions ; aud use all legal 
and constitutional means to procure the 
support of their representatives in parlia- 
ment, to the prajer of that petition, and 
to transmit thi same to both houses of Par- 
liament. 

Resolved — ^That it is of the greatest im. 
portance to the success of our cause, and 
we do strongly recommend it to the Gentle- 
men, declared to possess the confidence of 
the counties, cities, and towns in Ireland, 
either to draw up separate petitions, or to 
adopt that of the Catholics now assembled, 
and to transmit the same, without loss of 
time, through the medium of their reprcr 
sentatives in parliament, in the name and 
on behalf of their several counties, cities 
and towns. 

Resolved— That the grateful thanks of 
the meeting are due, and hereby returned 
to Lord Glentworth, the Right Hon. Mau- 
rice Fitzgerald, and the other distinguisiv 
ed Protestants, who have this day honour- 
ed us with their presence. 

FiNGALL, Chairman. 
Edward Hay, Sec. 

Tie Hen. IThcmas Barmvfll, in the Chair. 
Resolved — That the sincerest and most 
cordial thanks of this meeting are due, and 
hereby given to the E*rl of Fingall. 

Thomas Bakkewali, Cliairmao. 
EowARO Hay, Secretary. 
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TO HIS KO'^AL HIRHHE9!, GEOKGK, fRINCE 
or WALE9, DaKC OF CJbRNWjyl.L, 
RECENT or THE UNITED KINCBOM OF 
CREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, &C. 

The Humble address of the Roman Catho- 
lics of Ireland, whose names are under- 
signed, on behalf -of themselves, and of 
Others, professing the Roman Catholic 
religion, 

" 'I'hat -we humbly approach your Roy- 
al Highness, as the Guardian of the ho- 
nour and interests of this great empire, 
and presume respectfully to submit to your 
Royal consideration our peculiar condi- 
tion, under the penal laws now in force 
against us. 

" The generous and elevated character 
which the people of Ireland have long 
been taught to attach to the name of your 
Royal Highness, hat impressed u£ with 
the pleasing confidence, that the glorious 
work of effectually relieving the Roman 
Catholics of these realms fro/n their nu- 
merous sufferings, has been reserved for 
your gracious and happy interposUion in 
our favour. 

" We have publicly and solemnly taken 
every oath of fidelity and allegiance to the 
Crown, which the jealous caution of the 
JLegislature has, from time to time, impo- 
«ed as tests of our political and moral prin- 
ciples. We are ready to give every fur- 
ther pledge that can be required in this 
respect — aiid, although, we are still set 
apart (how wounding to every sentiment 
of honour !) as if unworthy of credit in 
these our sworn declaratipns— we can ap- 
peal confidently to the sacrifices which we 
and our forefathers have long made, and 
which we still make, (rather than violate 
consciences by taking oaths of , a spiritual 
import, contrary to our belief,) as deci- 
sive proofs of our profound reverence for 
the sacred obligation of an oath. 

'* By those awful tests we have bound 
ourselves, in the presence of the All-seeing 
Deity, whom all classes of Christians 
adore, " to be faithful, and bear true al- 
legiance to, &c. &c." 

[Here the long qualification oaths, pre- 
scribed by the Statutes of 1793, &c. to 
the Catholics, are specially set forth.] 

" We can with perfect truth assure your 
Royal Highness, that the political and 
moral principles, asserted by these tests, 
are not merely in unison with our fixed 
principles, but expressly inculcated by the 
religion wliicb we profess. 

" And we do most humbly trust, that 



the professions of doctrines, which per- 
mit such tests to b& taken, will appear to 
your Royal Highness to be entitled to the 
full enjoyment Of religious frjeedom, un- 
der the happy constitution of these realms. 
" Frequently has the LegisEitare of Ire- 
land borne testimony to the uniform peace- 
able demeanour of the Irish Roman Ca- 
tholics — to their acknowledged merii« as 
good and legal subjects — to the wisdtHn 
and sound policy of admitting them to all 
the blessings of a free constitution, and 
of thus binding together all classes of the 
people by mutual interest, and mutual 
affection. 

» Yet may we humbly represent to your 
Royal Highness, and we do so at this pe- 
rilous crisis, with sincere regret and deep 
solicitude, that the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland still remain subjecr to severe and 
humiliating laws, rigidly enforced, univei» 
sally felt, and inflicting upon them diren 
injurious and vexatious disabilities, inca» 
pacities, privations, and penalties, by rea« 
son of their conscientious adherence to the 
teligious doctrines of their forefathers. 

" For nearly the entire period of the 
last twenty years, the progress of religious 
freedom has been obstructed ; and whilst 
other Christian nations have hastened to 
unbind the fetters upon religious dissent, 
the^ Roman Catholics of Ireland have re- 
mained unrelieved. 

" The laws, which unequivocally attest 
our innocence and our merits, continue to 
load us With the pains of guilt — our own 
consciences, the voice of mankind, acquit 
us of crime and offence — our Protestant 
fellow-citizens press forward with gene- 
rous ardour, and enlightened benevolence, 
to testify their earnest wishes for our re- 
hef. Yet these penal laws, of which we 
humbly complain, cherish the hostility, 
and impede the cordial union of the peo- 
ple, at all times so desirable, and now so 
necessary. 

" These penal laws. Sire, operate for 
no useful or meritorious purpose — afford- 
ing no aid to the constitution in church or 
state; not attaching affection to either, 
they are sufficient only for objects of di». 
union and disaffection. 

« They separate the Protestant from the 
Catholic, and withdraw both from the pub- 
lic good ; they irritate man against his fel- 
low-creature, alienate the subject from the 
state, and leave to the Roman Catholic 
community, but a precarious and imper- 
fect protection, as the reward of fixed 
and unbroken allegiance. 
We forbear. Sire, to detail the nusMT- 
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out incapadtia and ittconreiuencet Inflicu 
ed by those laws, directly or indirectly, 
Ujion the Roatan Catholic commuQity, or 
to dwell upon the huiailiatiag and igoo- 
miiiiauB system of exclusion, reproach and 
tu^icion, which they generate and keep 
alive. Perhaps «o other age or nation 
has ever vitaessed ^verities more vexa- 
tious, or iaflictioBs more tzuiiting, than 
those which we have long endured — and 
of which l*ut too large a portion still re- 
mains. 

" Relief from these disabilities and pen- 
alties we have sought through every dban 
nel, that has appeared to us to he legiti- 
•lati apd eligiblie. We have never con- 
sciously violated, or fjou^t to violate, the 
known laws of the l»at ; nor have we 
pursued our object in any ofher manner, 
tli^ iiiFh as h*s been usually adhered to, 
ami a(ipareo(ty the best calculated to col- 
lect and ci^nmiuiictte ear united senti* 
jneots accantiE^, without tumult, and to 
obviate all prnett for asserting, that the 
Biono^ Cathoiie comnunity at large were 
indigerent to the pursuit of their free- 
dom. 

" We can affirm, »(itb perfect sincerity, 
that we have no latent views to realize — 
no secret or sinister objects to attain.-^ 
Aoy such imputation must be effectually 
repelled, as we humbly conceive, liy the 
consideration of our numbers, our pro- 
|>erty, our Iommmi principles and charac- 
ter. 

" Qur object is avjowed and direct— ear- 
nest, yet natucal'— it extends to an equal 
partiupatioii of the civil rights of the 
constitution of our country, equally and 
in common with our fellow-subjcrts of all 
other religious persuasions ; it extends no 
further. 

•« We would cheerfuUy concede the en- 
joyment of civil and riHigious liberty to 
all manktnd-~we ask; no more for our- 
selves. 

*■ We seek, not the possession of offices, 
twt mere eligibility to office , in common 
with our fellow-citizens — not power or 
ascendancy over any class of people, but 
the bare permission to rise from our pros- 
fate posture, and to stand erect in the 
•;npire. 

" We have been taogbt, that, according 
to the pure and practical principles of the 
Sritiib Cpnstitution, property is justly en- 
titled to a proportionate share of power — 
and we humbly tsust, that no reasonable 
9ppr)eben«ion cao arise from that power, 
which is only to be obtained and exercised 
tluTQugb th£ CQnsututifin. 



" We beg leav^ most humbly to assure 
your Royal Highness, that we estimate 
too highly the genuine value ef the British 
Constitution, to entertain any project 
tending to endanger its preservation ;. aiwly. 
if we persevere with more than common 
earnestness in nnr bumble soUeitations to 
be admitted to ail its blessings, we hope 
that our pel severance will be viewed ra- 
ther as a proof of our just title to the li- 
berty wliich we seek, ^pd of our sincenty 
in its pursiiit, than is the result of any 
sentiment foreign to that of true and con- 
stant allegiance. We wonid not iightly 
abandon this the paramount object of our 
wishes; and we ^hoerld seriously dread, 
lest our silence might be cotntrued as an 
indication of despair, by a nation, of faith- 
ful, but feeling people. We are sensible, 
and we do not regret, that this equality of 
civil rights (which alone we humbly sue 
for) will leave a fair practical ascendancy 
wheresoevw property shall ppedoininate ; 
but vt^hikt we reiognize and acknowledge 
the wholesemeness of this general prin- 
ciple, we cannot' admit the necessity of 
the UBquaKiied disfranchisement of any 
part of the people, in a constitution lik^ 
that of these realms. 

" We are gratified by the reflectioil, 
that the attainment of this our constitu- 
tional object, will prove as conducive to 
the welfare and security of this great eirt- 
pire, as to the complete relief of the Ro- 
man Catholic coihraunity ; tfiat it vUl se- 
cure the quiet and concord of otir coun- 
try — animate all dasses of the people in 
the common defence, and form the most 
stable protectiun against the dangers whi^b 
so heavily menance these islands. 

*' For we most humbly presume to sub- 
mit it to your Royal Highness as our firm 
opinion, that an equal degree of enthu- 
siasm cannot reasonably be expected from 
men, who feel themselves excluded from 
a fair participation of the blessing of a 
good constitiition and government, as 
from those who fully partake of its advah- 
tages ; that the enemies of the en pire, who 
meditate its (speedy) Subjugation, found 
their best hope of success upon the eflccts 
of those penal laws, which, by depressing 
(nearly five millions of) the inhabitants of 
Ireland, may weaken their attachment to 
their country, and impair the means of its 
defence; and that the continued pressure 
of those laws, in times of unexampled dan- 
ger, only spreads the general feeling of 
distrustful alarm, and augments the risk of 
common ruin. 

" lo avert »ucb evils, to preserve and 
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promote the welfare and security of the 
empire, and to become thoroughly idefiti- 
fie'd with our fellow-subjects in interests 
aiid aifection, are objects as precious in 
our eyes, upon every consideration of pro- 
perty, principle, and moral duty, as in 
those of any other description of the in- 
habitants of these realms. 

" If, in thus humbly submitting our 
depressed condition and bur earnest hopes 
to the gracious consideration of your Roy- 
al Highness, we would dwell upon the 
great numbers and the property of the Ro- 
man Catholics of Ireland — already so con- 
siderable, and so rapidly increasmg — and 
to their consequent most important con- 
tribution to the exigencies of the state we 
would do so, not with a view of exciting 
unworthy motives for concession, but in 
honest hope of suggesting legitimate and 
rational grounds of constitutional relief. 

" And deeply, indeed, should vre la- 
ment, if thesfi very recommendations 
should serve only to hold us out as the ob- 
jects of harsh suspicion at home, or of dar- 
ing attempts upon our .allegiance from 
abroad. 

" May we, then, with hearts deeply 
interested in the fate of this our humble 
supplication, presume to appeal to your 
Royal benignity and constitutional wis- 
dom, on behalf of a very numerous, iu- 
distrious, affectionate, and faithful body 
of the peot)le— the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland. 

" And to pray, that your Royal High- 
ness may be graciously pleased to recom- 
mend it the parliament of the United King- 
dom, to take into their favourable consi- 
deration, the whole of our pondition, our 
numbers, our services, our merits, and our 
sufferings. 

" And as we are conscious of the purity 
of our motives, arid the integrity of our 
principles, we have been emboldened thus 
to submit to your Royal HighnesS, with 
profound respect, the full extent of our 
wishes and our hopes. And we there- 
fore humbly pray to be restored to 
the rights and privileges of the constitu- 
tion of our coui^iry — to be freed from all 
penal and disabling laws in force against 
us, on account of our religious faith—^nd 
that we may thereby become more worthy, 
as well as more capable, of promoting the 
ser-oice of the crown, and the substantial in- 
terests of this great empire, now committed 
to the unrestricted wisdom of your Royal 
Highness, &c. &.C. &c." 

PHitiont to hoth Houies of Parliament of a 
imitarimfort viere agriii to attheiamc 'imt. 



Ac a most numerous and highly respec 
table meeting of the Electors of BristcJ, 
resident in the Metropolis, held at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the 
Strand, on Thursday, th« STlh day of 
February, 1819, puraiant t« public ad- 
vertisement. 

JouN NoBtE, esq. in the Chair. 
It was Resolved, That Mr. Baillie hav- 
ing publicly signified his intention to de- 
cline offering himself again to represent the 
City of Bristol in Parliament, it is expe- 
dient that the electors should take into 
their immediate co^tideratiuD who is a 
fit person to succeed Mr. Baillie in the im- 
portant trust which he is about to re- 
linquish. 

That the duties of a representative !o the 
Commons house of Parliament, at all times 
involve the dearest interests of En^islimea; 
but that the present evcmluJ crisis of public 
affair» more than ever renders the charac- 
ter and capacity of their representatives an 
object of the last importance and solicitud» 
to the electors of the united kingdom. 

That the conduct of Sir Samuel RomiAy 
in Parliament has evinced an uniform and 
manly independence, and that be ha* ofi 
all occasions discharged hit senatorial du« 
ties with eminent ability and-the most our 
bleotislied integrity. 

That it peculiarly brhsres great citie», 
and other populous town which delegate 
members to the house of Commons, to set 
a laudable example to other parts of the 
empire, by the pare and uuboaght election 
of upright and able men ; and that in the 
choice of their representatives it is of es- 
senti:tl consequence to reward, with their 
ap|>i\ibation, those distinguished persons 
whose ]>ast conduct can furnish a pledge 
of future integrity, firmness, and ability. 

Thar the electors of Bristol resident in 
London do warmly co-operate with their 
fellow electors of the city of Bristol, in 
supporting Sir Samttel Romillyas a fit per- 
son to be chosen on thd next vacancy to 
represent them in parliament ; by whose 
election the present meeting are deeply 
convinced the electors would conduce to 
their own honor, promote their best inte- 
rests, and give a valuable stimtthis to ex- 
ertion and integrity in public men. 

That deeply impressed With the impor- 
tance of the object of this meeting, we wi^ 
individually exert ourselves, by every 
means in our power, to secure the election 
of Si* Sanroel R.<jmiiry.- 

The thanks of the meeting were them 
voted to the Chairman. 



